
 

 

Defence Department 

Confidential Files 

 

The documents below provide recounts of 

possible UFO activity during December 

1980, at an USA air force base at RAF 

Woodbridge, Suffolk, UK. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 Letter to UFO investigator in 

response to information 
request.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Eastern Daily Press, article 2010 



 

Drawing A 

 

                                            

                                         Drawing B 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Eye-witness drawing, by Airman First Class John 

Burroughs, 81st Security Police Squadron. 

B Eye-witness drawing, by Staff-Sergeant Jim 

Penniston, 81st Security Police Squadron. 

 

 



 

1.  Early in the morning of 27 Dec 80 (approximately 0300L) two USAF security police 

patrolmen saw unusual lights outside the back gate at RAF Woodbridge. Thinking an 

aircraft might have crashed or been forced down, they called for permission to go 

outside the gate to investigate. The on-duty flight chief responded and allowed three 

patrolmen to proceed on foot. The individuals reported seeing a strange glowing 

object in the forest. The object was described as being metallic in appearance and 

triangular in shape, approximately two to three meters across the base and 

approximately two meters high. It illuminated the entire forest with a white light. The 

object itself had a pulsing red light on top and a bank(s) of blue lights underneath. The 

object was hovering or on legs. As the patrolmen approached the object, it 

manoeuvred through the trees and disappeared. At this time the animals on a nearby 

farm went into a frenzy. The object was briefly sighted approximately an hour later 

near the back gate.  

2.  The next day, three depressions 1.5 inches deep and 7 inches in diameter were 
found where the object had been sighted on the ground. The following night (29 Dec 
80) the area was checked for radiation. Beta/gamma readings of 0.1 milliroentgens 
were recorded with peak readings in the three depressions and near the center of the 
triangle formed by the depressions. A nearby tree had moderate (0.05–0.07) readings 
on the side of the tree toward the depressions.  
 
3.  Later in the night a red sun-like light was seen through the trees. It moved about 
and pulsed. At one point it appeared to throw off glowing particles and then broke into 
five separate white objects and then disappeared. Immediately thereafter, three star-
like objects were noticed in the sky, two objects to the north and one to the south, all 
of which were about 10 degrees off the horizon. The objects moved rapidly in sharp, 
angular movements and displayed red, green and blue lights. The objects to the north 
appeared to be elliptical through an 8-12 power lens. They then turned to full circles. 
The objects to the north remained in the sky for an hour or more. The object to the 
south was visible for two or three hours and beamed down a stream of light from time 
to time. Numerous individuals, including the undersigned, witnessed the activities in 
paragraphs 2 and 3.  
 
(Signed)  
Charles I. Halt, Lt Col, USAF  
Deputy Base Commander  
 

 
 
 
 

Official Memo reporting incident 

to British Ministry of Defence 



 

Rendlesham Forest and the Alien Craft 

Rendlesham Forest has long been connected with strange sights and sounds. U.F.O. (Unidentified 

Flying Object) investigators claim evidence of alien visits and say that the area even contains a 

doorway to other worlds.  However in 1980, it was not U.F.O. investigators but American Air Force 

personnel and local people who reported a glowing object or alien craft. The sightings took place in 

woodland that separated the military bases of Bentwaters and Woodbridge. 

 

It was on the 27th of December, at around 3a.m. in the morning, when two U.S. Air Force security 

patrolmen were startled and alarmed when they saw unusual coloured lights outside the back gate at 

RAF Woodbridge. They called the Chief Duty Officer for permission to go outside to investigate. 

 

When they entered the forest, they were amazed to see a strange glowing metallic object, triangular in 

shape. The object was approximately three meters across the base and two meters high. It lit up the 

whole forest with a white light and it had a pulsing red light on top and many blue lights underneath. 

 

The patrolmen saw it hover and begin to move away from them, as though under intelligent control. It 

then shot off at incredible speed. It was later reported that the animals on a nearby farm 'went into a 

frenzy' as this happened. Also that night, a number of miles away, a puzzled radar crew, at R.A.F. 

Watton in Norfolk, were picking up what they described as an "uncorrelated target". The target went 

off the screen in the Rendlesham Forest area. 

 

News spread quickly through the bases and the next day, airmen were sent out to investigate further. In 

the forest they found three depressions, where the object had been sighted on the ground, and burn 

marks on nearby trees. They checked the area for radiation and readings were found near what would 

have been the centre of the object. Here, they felt, was a mystery that needed solving. 

 

So the next night about thirty men, including the Deputy Base Commander at R.A.F. Bentwaters, Lt. 

Col. Charles Holt, went out into the forest. This time they took with them a tape recorder and huge 

portable floodlights. However, once in the forest, the floodlights strangely refused to work and their 

radios suffered interference. 

 

As they walked through the forest, a red, sun-like light was seen through the trees, which moved about 

and pulsed. At one point it appeared to throw off glowing flecks and then it broke into five separate 

white objects and disappeared. Immediately, three star-like objects were noticed in the sky, two in the 

north and one in the south. The objects moved rapidly with sharp, jerky movements and displayed red, 

green and blue lights. 

 

The airmen used a powerful lens to look more closely at them. The one in the north remained in the 

sky for about an hour and the one in the south was visible for much longer and beamed down a stream 

of light from time to time. Nearby, a local resident was also watching the strange moving lights.  

 

Even today, there is scarcely any other U.F.O. case that involved such a large number of credible 

witnesses. U.F.O. hunters continue to believe that an alien spaceship landed in Rendlesham Forest that 

night and doubters continue to deny it. Over twenty-five years later the mystery remains. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Recount of events from online magazine article - retrieved March 2013 
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